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When the pandemic turned the world upside down, 
Australians responded magnificently.

It was the latest challenge we have had to face as a 
nation. Indeed, when I began my series of Vision 
Statements in October 2019, coronavirus was not 
a word on anyone’s lips – but we were already in 
crisis. 

Fires were burning across Australia, wreaking 
devastation and encircling the planet with smoke. 
We already had a weakening economy and growing 
job insecurity. Australians were worried about the 
future of their own jobs, and the jobs their children 
would have in the future. They were anxious about 
technological change greater than at any time in 
human history. 

The changing climate also presents a challenge 
we cannot ignore, likewise the ageing of our 
population. In this evolving world, even the 
continued health of our democracy is not 
something we can simply take for granted.   

Now, more than ever, Australians need a clear and 
positive sense of the road ahead, and that is what 
the Vision Statements were designed to do.

The world is changing and we have to adapt. 
Not just to keep pace with change, but to take 
advantage of the opportunities that exist even 
amid the greatest challenges. There are so many 
ways to make the most of the opportunities before 
us, ranging from reconnecting with science, to 
realising the potential of regional Australia. 

In that first Vision Statement, the Australian Labor 
Party turned our focus to the challenges of the 

future – a plan for job creation driven by Labor’s 
enduring values of fairness, security and the power 
of government to change lives for the better. 

As the child of a single mother on the invalid 
pension, who grew up in public housing, I 
appreciate the importance of managing money. I 
understand the power of aspiration that parents 
have for a better life for their children.

Labor knows we must pursue policies which are 
aimed at creating wealth, as well as consider its 
distribution.

Just as Labor values have been the right values to 
get us through the pandemic, they will also be the 
right values for the recovery.

With the end hopefully looming for this time of 
coronavirus, we are faced with a choice. We can try 
to go back to how things were before the pandemic. 
Or, as laid out in these Vision Statements, we can 
make the right choice and protect our citizens by 
giving them a fair shot at a prosperous future.

A fairer and better future. A future built in 
Australia. A future in which no one is left behind 
and no one is held back

Anthony Albanese, 
Leader of the Australian Labor Party

Foreword.
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’m honoured and very proud to be elected the 
21st leader of the Australian Labor Party.  
I understand the responsibility that I have been 

given – a responsibility not just to the party and its 
supporters, but to our nation. I have been elected to 
lead but I pledge to always remember that we are 
also here to serve, to serve all Australians.

I have always seen Labor as more than a party.  
We are a movement for a better Australia. I want 
to see a larger, more inclusive party. And the first 
thing I want to say to all those millions of Australians 
who were disappointed with our performance and 
outcome on election night – join up. Get involved. 
Make us stronger for the next challenge.

I want to reach out also to those who didn’t support 
Labor at the election. Whether they’re working 
people, whether they’re small and family businesses, 
whether they’re young or old, regardless of where 
they live. 

One in four Australians I note didn’t vote for either 
of the potential governments; either the Coalition 
or Labor. Both of the potential government parties 
in this nation need to acknowledge that there’s a 
weakness in the system when the level of the vote  
is that high. 

I want to reiterate my congratulations to  
Scott Morrison on his election as prime minister.  
I say to him that I will hold his Government to 
account, strongly, forcefully. I am a values politician. 
But I also say this to Scott Morrison – I’m not Tony 
Abbott. People want solutions, not arguments. 
They have conflict fatigue. Some reforms require 
bipartisan support.

Our nation is diminished by not recognising First 
Australians in our Constitution and while Indigenous 
Australians are the most disadvantaged in our 
nation, Labor stands ready to cooperate on how we 
advance the agenda of the Uluru statement.

I am a progressive. I believe that government has a 
role in ensuring that change is in the interest of the 
majority of Australians.

I’m an economist by training. At university, I studied 
the full spectrum of economic thought. As I’ve 
always believed that you had to understand and 
respect different perspectives, that’s why even in 
government I was one of the few people who talked 
to people who I had fundamental disagreements 
with in the media. I have always believed in 
engaging and learning each and every day.

I believe in a strong economy. I support job creation 
as the core value that governments have to achieve. 
Our 27 years of uninterrupted economic growth 
began with Labor reforms. We avoided recession in 

2009, under Labor. It didn’t happen by accident.  
It happened because the people in that government, 
including Kevin Rudd and Wayne Swan, made the 
right decisions. When it comes to debt to GDP, the 
fact is that the Coalition has given us the four worst 
years on record. We face circumstances whereby 
economic growth, wages, and living standards are  
all under pressure. The international economy is  
very fragile.

The economy must work for people, not the other  
way around. I view unions and business as  
having common interests. The key to growing the 
economy is investing in infrastructure and investing 
in people through education and skills. We have 
enormous opportunities.

We’re located in the part of the world that is seeing 
the fastest economic growth, not just in recent 
times; in human history. In the Indo-Pacific-Asia 
region. That presents an opportunity for us. 

I believe in practical outcomes. Look at what I have 
actually done in government and what I argued in 
opposition: the creation of Infrastructure Australia; 
the aviation reforms that took aviation in this country 
from a position where it was very vulnerable into 
a position of strength; the National Broadband 
Network; local government infrastructure; building 
community-based infrastructure, based upon local 

I

I believe in a strong 
economy. I support job 
creation as the core value 
that governments have to 
achieve.

“

priorities right throughout the nation; urban policy 
and engagement in our cities; regional economic 
development, including my ongoing and what will be 
continuous advocacy for High Speed Rail down the 
east coast of this country.

On my watch, there was more investment in public 
transport in six years than occurred in the previous 
107 years between federation and the election of 
the Rudd government. 

But as Billy Bragg said, not everything that counts 
can be counted. We shouldn’t judge the economy 
separately from the people it’s meant to serve.  
I believe in an inclusive society, one that looks 
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after the most vulnerable, we must promote 
opportunity regardless of where people live, 
their gender, their ethnic background, their 
age, their faith, or who they love.

Social justice must be a practical objective, 
not just a slogan. We can begin by committing 
as a nation to dealing with the scourge of 
domestic violence against women. 

So it’s not in my view economic or social 
policy – it’s both, hand in hand. And that’s 
where aspiration comes in. I get aspiration. 
My life has turned out much better than 
anyone who looks at its humble beginnings 
could have possibly predicted.

That’s in part thanks to Labor reforms and 
policies. People do aspire for a better life, but 
in the land of the fair go they aspire to more 
than things than themselves. They aspire to a 
better life for their family, for their friends, for 
their local community and for their nation.

There is indeed such a thing as society. And 
we all depend on it. They also aspire for their 
kids to enjoy a better natural environment than 
the one that we enjoy today.

Let me say this unequivocally – the science is 
in, climate change is real. We must act. Not 
just as a nation, but as a global community. 
Action will create jobs. It will benefit our 
economy and it will benefit our environment. 
The business communities say that. They are 
crying out for certainty and it is time that the 
government worked with the opposition to 
deliver that certainty going into the future. 

So, I am neither a climate sceptic, nor am I 
a market sceptic when it comes to action on 
climate change, because I have listened to 
business and sat down with them. But the 
time for the ongoing conflict over these issues 
surely is over.

I understand that it is a big mountain that we 
have to climb. There are only three Labor 
leaders who have led Labor into government 
from opposition since World War II. They are, 
of course, Gough Whitlam, Bob Hawke and 
Kevin Rudd. To the great Gough,  
I pay tribute to you. 

To Bob Hawke – he gave me the great honour 
of being the guest speaker at the 20th 
anniversary of my election to Parliament. 
He also gave me the tremendous honour of 
launching Karen Middleton’s biography of me 
in 2016. I’ll miss Bob - great company and 

tremendous advice and I think he is a model 
for what is best about Labor in government. 

Julia Gillard and Kevin Rudd remain very 
close friends of mine and I have spoken 
to them in recent days. I think both of 
those governments will be recorded well 
by history. But because we weren’t long-
term governments some of the reforms 
that we put in place weren’t entrenched 
– unlike the reforms of the Hawke and 
Keating governments, such as Medicare 
and superannuation and so many of those 
dramatic changes which were made.

I intend to put Labor 
in a position where I 
think we should be. 
I do believe Labor 
should be the natural 
party of government 
in this country. We 
stand for the vast 
majority of interests 
in this country.

“

I intend to put Labor in a position where I 
think we should be. I do believe Labor should 
be the natural party of government in this 
country. We stand for the vast majority of 
interests in this country.

In my political activity up to this point,  
I have concentrated over the last decade 
on infrastructure – building railways, roads, 
bridges, airports. Now, as Leader of the 
Labor Party, I want to build something else. I 
want to build relationships between the Labor 
Party and those people who voted for us, but 
also those people who wanted to vote for us, 
who were open to voting for us, but who felt 
like they couldn’t. 
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I want to build bridges with people in the regions 
and the suburbs. I want to build relationships 
with people across the spectrum. I do say to 
those people up front in the media, who will be 
clamouring for instant “what’s the program in March 
2022,” which is when I expect the election to be at 
the latest, I intend to hasten slowly.

There are many lessons we need to learn from the 
election outcome. One of them is that the election 
is not determined six months beforehand, or even 
three months beforehand, perhaps even some 
might say, not a month beforehand. 

I intend to be a consultative leader. I intend to 
hasten slowly when it comes to policy development 
and you will have to be patient because, as we have 
all seen, there is a lot of concentration in recent on 
about what the next fortnight’s poll is. 

Perhaps there will be a bit less now and I would 
recommend that very much to both people who are 
activists in politics, and those who are observers  
of politics.

I agree with Prime Minister Morrison that this is, 
indeed, a great country. The difference that we have 
is I think it can be much, much better and I believe 
that a Labor government can make it better.

I intend to live by the dictum: what you see is what 
you get. I do have strong values. I do have strong 
ideas. That doesn’t mean they are not open to 
change because the truth is when facts change,  
you should change and you should always be open 
to engagement.

There has been some commentary recently that the 
idea that I would reach out to business, as well as 
the union movement, somehow is a change. If that is 
the case, you haven’t been paying attention.

Have a look at the Infrastructure Australia model. 
Have a look at what I did in government. Have a 
look at speeches I have given since we have been 
in Opposition, including the Chifley Lecture, the 
Button Oration, the Whitlam Oration. I have  
been pretty consistent in my views over my time 
in politics.

This is an incredible honour. It is not one that 
I anticipated. I only thought of running for the 
leadership of the Labor Party in 2013. Growing up 
where I did, my mum used to say to me, in terms 
of aspiration:  “Get a good job’’ and I started work 
in the Commonwealth Bank the Monday after I 
finished my last HSC exam. She said “Make sure 
you own your own house’’. 

I think that is one of the things that I believe  
the country needs to address – the issue of  
housing affordability. 

So I will work very hard. For those who have said 
this is a daunting task, I say this: at the end of our 
period in government I was Deputy Prime Minister. 
I was Leader of the Government in the House of 
Representatives. I was Minister for Infrastructure, 
Transport, Regional Development and Local 
Government. I was Minister for Communications 
and the Digital Economy. I am up for a hard job.  
I am up for hard work. 

I am heartened and empowered by the support I 
have received from Caucus colleagues, from party 
members, from union affiliates and from people 
who have contacted me, saying that they didn’t vote 
Labor last Saturday, but they are open to voting 
Labor next time round.

I intend to ensure that they do and I intend to  
do my best to work with the Australian people 
to ensure that we elect a Labor government 
next time.
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